
Bloomington High School

Summer Reading Assignment

Honors English I

Welcome to Bloomington High School and Honors English!

To get ready for a successful year in Honors English I, it is important that the summer reading assignment is completed prior to the

first day of school. Further assignments and a test will be given during the first few weeks of school. It is important that you follow

instructions!! Please be prepared!!

Here is an overview of the required summer reading homework.

1. READ Edgar Allan Poe’s short story, “The Cask of Amontillado.”

https://www.poemuseum.org/the-cask-of-amontillado

Brief synopsis: “The Cask of Amontillado” is the story of a man named Montresor who decides to seek revenge against a

man named Fortunato, who has insulted him. He meets Fortunato at a carnival and lures him into the catacombs of his

home...

1846 - takes place in Italy during Carnevale: a festive time in the country similar to Mardi Gras in the United States.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-fW1DpUdPI&t=3s

a) Complete a minimum of 10 dialectical journals. Please SPREAD THEM OUT and NUMBER THEM so they are not just on

the beginning of the short story! Show us that you have read the entire story in detail for complete understanding. For

example, write a journal entry for every few paragraphs that you read. Each entry should be a minimum of 3-5

sentences!!!!. (Instructions on how to complete dialectical journals are on the next page).

Dialectical journals MUST BE TYPED. If done in writing, they will be returned to you and your grade will be reduced. Do not

plagiarize! We use a plagiarizing tool to check assignments. You must use a Google doc to type your assignment. Your

teacher will give you further instructions on the first day of school on how you will turn this in to be graded.

b) ANSWER the review and assess questions (questions can be found on the last page). Create a google document and

answer the review and assess questions. Please include the questions in your document. Your work MUST BE TYPED. If

done in writing, your assignment will be returned to you and your grade will be reduced. Do not plagiarize!

2. READ Walt Whitman’s poem, “O Captain! My Captain!”

https://americanliterature.com/author/walt-whitman/poem/o-captain-my-captain

Brief synopsis: Lamenting the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, Walt Whitman's poem was published shortly after Lincoln's

death in 1865 and is cited in a memorable scene from the movie Dead Poets Society (1989) in which students stand up for

their teacher, John Keating, played by Robin Williams.

a) ANSWER the review and assess questions IN THE SAME GOOGLE DOC THAT YOU CREATED for your answers for “The

Cask of Amontillado” (questions can also be found on the last page). Please include the questions in your document.

If you have any questions and/or concerns and would like to contact your teachers through email, the following emails are provided

for you. Please address your emails to both teachers.

Cheryl_meyer@cjusd.net

Knowelle_oliveira@cjusd.net

Have a great summer and see you soon!

Mrs. Meyer and Ms. Oliveira



INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COMPLETE THE DIALECTICAL JOURNALS FOR “THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO” BY EDGAR ALLAN POE

Go here if you need more help with dialectical journals:
http://esaliterature.files.wordpress.com/2007/09/dialectical-journal-handout.doc
Example of how to complete a dialectical journal:

WHEN CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT:

Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought-provoking or even puzzling to you. For example, you might record:

● Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices
● Passages that remind you of your own life or something you have seen before
● Structural shifts in the novel/play or turns in the plot
● A passage that makes you realize something you had not seen before
● Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs.
● Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary
● Events you find surprising or confusing
● Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT:

You can respond to the text in various ways. The most important thing to remember is that your observations should be specific and
detailed. You can write as much as you want for each entry. (We are looking for quality, not quantity). However, each entry should be
a minimum of 3-5 sentences.

Please label your responses using the following codes (may use more than one in an entry):

● (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear
● (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world in general, or another text
● (P) Predict – anticipate or predict what will happen based on what is in the passage
● (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction
● (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the characters in

the story. What conclusions can you draw about the world around you, about human nature, or just the
way things work?

● (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about the character(s), their actions, or what the author is trying to say

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: THE THINGS THEY CARRIED by Tim O’Brien

Passages from the text Pg# Comments & Questions

“-they carried like freight trains; they carried it on their backs and

shoulders-and for all the ambiguities of Vietnam, all the mysteries

and unknowns, there was at least the single abiding certainty that

they would never be at a loss for things to carry”.

(R) O’Brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with this

sentence. He provides Pg 2

excellent visual details of what each soldier in Vietnam would carry

for day-to-day fighting. He makes you feel the physical weight of

what soldiers have to carry for simple survival. When you combine

the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the fear of death, and

the responsibility for the men you fight with, with this physical

weight, you start to understand what soldiers in Vietnam dealt with

every day. This quote sums up the confusion that the men felt about

the reasons they were fighting the war, and how they clung to the

only certainty - things they had to carry - in a confusing world where

normal rules were suspended.



REVIEW AND ASSESS QUESTIONS FOR “THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO” BY EDGAR ALLEN POE

Instructions: Create a google doc. Copy and paste the questions in the doc. Answer the questions in complete sentences.

Reminder about plagiarism: We use a plagiarizing tool to check assignments. You must use a Google doc to type your assignment.

Your teacher will give you further instructions on the first day of school on how you will turn this in to be graded.

1. At what point in the story do you find Montresor most disturbing? Explain.

2. How does Montresor describe Fortunato’s actions and attitudes early in the story?

3. Which character traits make Fortunato such an easy prey for Montresor?

4. Name at least three images that contribute to the story’s eerie mood.

5. Describe the mood of the scene in which Montresor first tells Fortunato about the Amontillado.

6. How does the mood change as the story unfolds.

7. How does Montresor’s response to Fortunato’s screams add to the mood as the story reaches its high point? 8.

Using a chart like the one below, show how the descriptions of the catacombs contribute to the mood.

Description Mood created

1. 1.

2. 2..

3. 3.

REVIEW AND ASSESS QUESTIONS FOR “O CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN!” BY WALT WHITMAN

Instructions: On the same document, answer the following questions. Copy and paste the questions and then answer in complete

sentences.

1. Write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) describing the author’s attitude towards Abraham Lincoln.

2. In a few sentences, explain how important is the historical context (i.e., knowing about Lincoln and the Civil War) to a poem

like “O Captain! My Captain!”?

3. Answer the question by providing examples: How do we react to the suffering of one person compared to the suffering of a

nation of people?

RECAP OF ASSIGNMENTS THAT YOU WILL TURN IN ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:

(NO NEED TO PRINT!)
One Google document for your dialectical journals on “The Cask of Amontillado.”

One Google document for the review and assess questions for both the short story & the poem.


